
  

  HIERARCHY OF CONTROLS 

A term that refers to using the most effective means possible to control hazards beginning at the 

top and working down until you get to the least effective control option, which is Personal 

Protective Equipment & Clothing (PPE&C).  PPE only protects one person.  

 

ELIMINATION 
(total removal of hazardous plant, substance or 

process from the workplace) 

 

SUBSTITUTION 

(If possible substitute the hazardous plant, 

substance, or process with a less hazardous 

one) 

 

 

ISOLATION 

(Isolate by separating the source of the  

hazard from the worker if possible) 

 

 

ENGINEERING 

(provide guarding, barriers, etc,  to 

separate the hazard from the workers) 

     

    

ADMINISTRATIVE 

(provide special training, signage, permit to 

work systems, rosters, etc) 

 

     

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

(Provide adequate protective clothing and 

equipment such as safety glasses, ear plugs, 

overalls, etc)  

 

 

NOTE: personal protective equipment and clothing is the last resource and 

should not be used as a substitute for tackling the hazard at the source. 


